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This is the 22d volume in the “Public Papers” series to be released. 
It contains public messages and statements, verbatim transcripts of the 
President’s news conferences, and other selected papers released by the 
White House during 1966. 

Included in the volume are the President’s annual message to Congress 
on the State of the Union; special messages to Congress on consumer 
protection, domestic health and education, and on crime and law 
enforcement; statements concerning the model cities program, anti- 
pollution measures, and auto and highway safety; joint statements with 
leaders of foreign governments; speeches made by the President while 
on his 17-day Asian-Pacific tour; and remarks on the bill creating the 
Department of Transportation. 

The 1497-page volume, fully indexed, consists of two clothbound 
books. Book I covers the period from January 1 through June 30, 1966, 
and sells for $6.50; Book II covers the period from July 1 through 
December 31, 1966, and sells for $7.00. 

All volumes in the “Public Papers” series are sold by the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 
20402. Distribution for official use is governed by the provisions of 
sections 32.15-32.19 of Title 1 of the Code of Federal Regulations. 
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Published every Monday by the Office of the Federal Register, 
National Archives and Records Service, General Services Adminis- 
tration (mail address National Archives and Records Service, 
Washington, D.C. 20408), the Weekly Compilation of Presidential 
Documents contains statements, messages and other Presidential 


materials released by the White House up to 5:00 p.m. Friday of 
each week. 


The Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents is published 
pursuant to the authority contained in the Federal Register Act 
(49 Stat. 500, as amended; 44 U.S.C. Ch. 8B), under regulations 
prescribed by the Administrative Committee of the Federal Reg- 
ister, approved by the President (30 F.R. 9573; 1 CFR Part 32). 

Distribution is made only by the Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. The 
Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents will be furnished 
by mail to subscribers for $6.00 per year, payable to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, 
D.C. 20402. The price of individual copies varies. 

There are no restrictions on the republication of material 
appearing in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents. 
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Railroad Retirement Board 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Board’s Annual Report for the Fiscal Year 1967. 
June 24, 1968 


To the Congress of the United States: 


It is with special satisfaction that I transmit the Annual 
Report of the Railroad Retirement Board for fiscal year 
1967. 


During the year, more than one million individuals 
received $1.3 billion in retirement and survivor benefits, 
an increase of $65 million over the preceding year. 


In the same period, unemployment and sickness bene- 
fits were only $71 million. This represented the lowest 
total paid under the railroad unemployment and sickness 
insurance system in 15 years, with the decrease reflecting 
in large part the continued high level of economic activity 
in the Nation. 

Even greater protection for railroad beneficiaries will 
soon be available, thanks to the recent legislation enacted 
by the Congress. These amendments to the basic laws ad- 
ministered by the Railroad Retirement Board were jointly 
recommended by railroad management and railroad 
labor. They are to be commended for their continued 
cooperation in improving these laws. 

As a result of these amendments, every one of the mil- 
lion retirement and survivor beneficiaries will receive 
added benefits. In addition, the benefit rates under the 
unemployment-sickness system will rise by almost 25 per- 
cent, and protection will be extended to those with 
prolonged illnesses. 

The latest amendments continue the record of steady 
improvement in our system of protection for railroad 
workers and their families against the economic hazards 
accompanying old age, unemployment, illness and death. 
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This report shows the fruits of our common and con- 
tinued efforts to lift the elderly citizens of our country out 
of the ranks of poverty, and thereby to give more meaning 
to their years of retirement. 

I commend the report to your attention. 

Lynpvon B. JoHNSON 
The White House 

June 24, 1968 

NOTE: The report is entitled “Railroad Retirement Board: 1967 


Annual Report for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30” (Government 
Printing Office ; 186 pp.). 


YMCA Youth Governors Conference 


The President’s Remarks at a Conference Luncheon, 
With His Comments on His Proposal To Lower the 
Voting Age to18. June 24,1968 


Mr. Rogers, Mr. Alexander, ladies and gentlemen: 

I was told when we called over here this morning to 
make arrangements for this luncheon that you had a Mr. 
Johnson scheduled to speak to you but that Mr. Johnson 
had let you down and canceled. 

When I inquired I found out it was Mr. Tom Johnson, 
my Deputy Press Secretary. And I asked where you were 
having this meeting. They told me the Roger Smith Hotel. 

I asked the hotel management where the hotel had 
gotten this name because I realized as you do that Roger 
Smith is a name that is very rich in history and in mean- 
ing. And I was told by the management that the Roger 
Smith Hotel is a combination of the maiden names of 
the wives of the owners—Miss Roger and Miss Smith. 

I welcome this chance to come here and talk to you 
this afternoon about what I believe is good news and will 
have a good effect on young America. 

Within the week—in the next 2 or 3 days—I will 
have completed my recommendations and suggestions to 
submit to the Congress on what I believe will be very 
historic legislation that will affect young America. 
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I will ask the Congress for an amendment to our Con- 
stitution to lower the voting age to 18 years of age. 

As you know, the ballot box is the great anvil of democ- 
racy. There the will of the people shapes our government, 
and it is there that the real voice of our democracy speaks 
out. 

We all know that the right to vote is one of the basic 
rights of free men and women. It is the right upon which 
all other rights ultimately rest. 

Throughout our long national history, we have wisely 
and carefully extended that right to more and more people 
as we went along. 

With each extension—each step of the way—I believe 
that the record will show that our Nation has gained new 
strength and new vitality from those steps. 

First, our Founding Fathers cast aside the tests of re- 
ligion and poverty and just after the Civil War the 15th 
amendment ended all tests of race and color. 

In 1965 in the Voting Rights Act that we passed we 
reinforced that right for all time. 

In 1920, the 19th amendment gave women the right 
to vote and gave them a truly equal place in our 
democracy. 

In 1961 the 23d amendment gave the citizens of the 
Nation’s Capital the right to vote for the President and 
Vice President. 

Four years ago the 24th amendment struck down the 
false and artificial test of the poll tax as a requirement for 
voting. 

Today, we will take another giant stride in this march 
of democracy. Today, 10 million young men and women 
between the ages of 18 and 21 are adults in every sense of 
the word—they shoulder family responsibilities, they 
shoulder civic responsibilities as you have demonstrated, 
they are already a part of our labor force, they share civic 
duties with their elders, they risk their lives for our Nation 
in the Armed Forces of our Nation around the world, they 
serve in VISTA and the Peace Corps here and in most 
of the nations of the world—a thousand other community 
ventures they are involved in. 


They bring new meaning to the concept of service. But 
today the young people of America are asking again for 
the opportunity to give their talents, their abilities, their 
energies, and their enthusiasms in the greater tasks. 

We live in a world that is young. And the world is 
growing younger each year. 

Of all nations none has more generously invested in 
preparing young people for constructive citizenship and 
none has been more faithfully served by its young than 
America. 

So now I believe that America must extend to the young 
the most fundamental right of all—the right to participate 
in the basic process of democracy—the right to vote. 

This is a national affirmation of faith in our youth, for 
4 nation without faith in its sons and without faith in its 
daughters is a nation that is without faith in itself. 
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The generation gap that we hear about is not to be 
measured in years alone. It is a difference between those 
who carry responsibility and those who are allowed to 
stand only on the sideline. 

So I believe that this amendment, as much as any other 
action that we in America can take today, will help to 
close that gap. 

I believe that this amendment will help to unite us all 
and for the first time it will join us all—every adult in 
America—in the great work of governing all America. 

In the hours ahead we will continue to prepare this 
message. When it is ready it will be delivered to the 
Congress. 


I ask you as a young group that provides leadership for 
America to each review this message, if you will. Look at 
the arguments that we present, the reasons that we give, 
and the justification that is there. If you can accept it as 
I believe you will, then I hope that you will rally support 
in each of the States of this Union for this great oppor- 
tunity for the young people of America. 

If Mr. Rogers or someone can give me the name and 
address of each of you, I will ask Mr. Larry Levinson of 
my staff to personally send to each of you this message 
that I would like to deliver to you today. But it will come 
out of the typewriter in the next day or so. 

I will be looking for you at the White House and would 
be delighted to see you. 

We hope your visit in Washington is a very profitable 
and exciting one. 


Thank you very much. 
NoTE: The President spoke at 12:58 p.m. in the Roger Smith Hotel 
in Washington. 

For the President’s message to the Congress proposing a Consti- 


tutional amendment to lower the voting age to 18, see p. 1017 of this 
issue. 


National Advisory Committee on the 
Selection of Physicians, Dentists, and 
Allied Specialists and the Health 
Resources Advisory Committee 


Executive Order 11415. June 24, 1968 


RECONSTITUTING THE NATIONAL ApvISORY COMMITTEE 
ON THE SELECTION OF PHysIcIANS, DENTISTS, AND 
ALLIED SPECIALISTS AND THE HEALTH RESOURCES 
ApvisorY COMMITTEE 


Wuereas the Health Resources Advisory Committee 
was established on August 5, 1950, at the direction of the 
President, and has been in operation continuously since 
that date; and 
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WueEreas, in conformity with section 4(j) of the 
Selective Service Act of 1948, as amended (now the Mili- 
tary Selective Service Act of 1967), the National Advisory 
Committee on the Selection of Physicians, Dentists, and 
Allied Specialists was established by Executive Order 
No. 10166 of October 4, 1950, as amended; and 

WHEREAS, in view of the similarity of the health man- 
power advisory functions of the two committees, the 
members of the Health Resources Advisory Committee 
were also designated as members of the National Ad- 
visory Committee on the Selection of Physicians, Dentists, 
and Allied Specialists; and 

Wuereas that common membership was designed to 
avoid any duplication of functions and to minimize the 
opportunity for conflicting Federal policies or competing 
requirements with respect to the use of health manpower; 
and 

WuerEAS that common membership arrangement was 
discontinued in 1961 and the two committees have had 
separate memberships since that time; and 

WHEREAS, on the basis of experience under both ar- 
rangements, it has been determined that the purposes of 
the two committees can be better accomplished and the 
public interest would be better served if they share a 
common membership: 

Now, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested 
in me by section 303 of the National Security Act of 1947, 
as amended, and section 4(j) of the Military Selective 
Service Act of 1967, it is ordered as follows: 

Section 1. (a) There is hereby established the 
National Advisory Committee on the Selection of Physi- 
cians, Dentists, and Allied Specialists, which shall be com- 
posed of such members as may be appointed by the 
President pursuant to section 3 of this order. 

(b) The Committee shall perform the functions pre- 
scribed by section 4(j) of the Military Selective Service 
Act of 1967, as amended. 

Sec. 2. (a) There is hereby established the National 
Health Resources Advisory Committee, which shall be 
composed of such members as may be appointed by the 
President pursuant to section 3 of this order. 

(b) The Committee shall advise the Director of the 
Office of Emergency Planning concerning the allocation, 
utilization, and administration of health resources, in- 
cluding manpower, material, and facilities under various 
mobilization situations and on problems of the nongovern- 
mental health community relating to emergency pre- 
paredness. In carrying out these advisory functions, the 
Committee shall provide advice to the Director concern- 
ing, among other things, improved utilization and con- 
servation of health manpower, health manpower data 
collection and interchange systems, the impact of warlike 
emergencies on the health industry and health services, 
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the national medical emergency stockpile programs, and 
the vulnerability of the health industry. 

Sec. 3. The Committees established by this order shall 
have a common membership consisting of twelve members 
to be appointed by the President from private life. The 
President shall designate one of those members to serve 
as chairman of both Committees. Such members shall, 
in conformity with section 4(j) of the Military Selective 
Service Act of 1967, as amended, be selected from among 
individuals who are outstanding in medicine, dentistry, 
and the sciences allied thereto. 

Sec. 4. (a) In carrying out their functions, the Com- 
mittees shall, as appropriate, consult with the Director of 
Selective Service and such other officials and agencies as 
may be appropriate, including the Secretary of Defense 
and officials of the Departments of the Army, Navy, and 
Air Force, the Department of Labor, the Department of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, and the Office of 
Emergency Planning. The Director of Selective Service 
and the Director of the Office of Emergency Planning 
shall designate representatives from the Selective Service 
System and the Office of Emergency Planning, respec- 
tively, who shall attend all meetings of these Committees. 

(b) All executive departments and agencies shall 
cooperate with the Committees established by this order, 
and furnish them such available information as the 
Committees may need for the accomplishment of their 
functions. 

Sec. 5. The Selective Service System and the Office 
of Emergency Planning shall, under such arrangements 
as may be mutually agreed upon, provide administrative 
and staff support and defray the necessary expenses of 
the Committees established by this order, including the 
compensation of members thereof within the limits of 
applicable law. The Selective Service System shall, within 
the limits of applicable law, defray the necessary expenses 
of those State and local Committees which may, in con- 
formity with section 4(j) of the Military Selective Service 
Act of 1967, as amended, be designated by the National 
Advisory Committee on the Selection of Physicians, 
Dentists, and Allied Specialists. 

Sec. 6. In order to permit the establishment of a single 
membership for the two Committees, the appointment 
of present members of the two Committees shall expire 
as of the date of this order. Executive Order No. 10166 
and Executive Order No. 10185 are hereby revoked. 


Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
The White House 
June 24, 1968 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:12 p.m, 


June 24, 1968] 


NOTE: Executive Order 11415 was not made public in the form 
of a White House press release. 
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MONDAY, JULY 1, 1968 


The People’s Right to Protection 


Statement by the President on His Gun Control 
Proposals, as Recorded for Radio and Television 
Broadcast. June 24, 1968 


Within the hour, in some city in America, a gunshot 
will ring out and someone will fall dead or wounded. 

The latest report of the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion documents a shocking increase in crimes where deadly 
weapons are the tools of violence. 

In 1967, there were 7,700 murders with guns—1,200 
more murders than the year before. 

In 1967, there were 55,000 aggravated assaults with 
guns—12,000 more aggravated assaults than the year 
before. 

In 1967, there were over 71,000 robberies with guns— 
again, almost 12,000 more robberies than in 1966. 

We are finally moving, after 200 years of inaction, to 
do something about this shocking slaughter in our midst. 

With the Safe Streets Act that I signed only last week, 
we took the first major step to control mail-order murder. 
That measure outlaws interstate traffic in pistols, and 
prohibits the sale of these lethal weapons to children. 

Now we are in sight of a second major step—the con- 
trol of interstate traffic in shotguns, in rifles, and in 
ammunition, 

I asked the Congress on June 6th to enact these safe- 
guards. That legislation must be brought to a vote without 
delay. And now I propose that Congress go further to give 
Americans the elementary protection that the people of 
every other civilized nation have long enjoyed. 

I propose first the national registration of every gun 
in America. 
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Second, I propose that every individual in this country 
be required to obtain a license before he is entrusted with 
a gun. 

Registration and licensing have long been an accepted 
part of daily life in America. Autos, boats, and even dogs 
and bicycles are commonly registered. Our citizens must 
get licenses to keep dogs and other pets, to fish, to drive a 
car. 

Certainly no less should be required for the possession 
of lethal weapons that have caused so much heartbreak 
and horror in this country in this century. 

Surely, the slight inconvenience for the few is minimal 
when measured against the protection for all. 


The course I propose is sane and sensible. It will lead 
to a safer and a better America. 

I talked to the distinguished Mayor of San Francisco 
today about the plea that he made to the citizens of San 
Francisco, urging them to voluntarily turn in their old, 
unwanted, and unnecessary guns. Mayor Alioto made a 
special plea to the parents of San Francisco and he assured 
the citizens of San Francisco that there would be no ques- 
tions asked if they would turn in their guns to their local 
police stations, fire stations, and churches. 


I hope that every mayor in every city in our Nation 
will carefully examine the proposal that the Mayor of San 
Francisco made to his people and will, if they can, follow 
the lead of this distinguished mayor and establish in all 
the cities of America a voluntary program, as he has estab- 
lished in San Francisco, so that all Americans can turn in 
their guns if they do not need or do not want those guns. 

Thank you very much. | 
NOTE: The President made the statement at 4:37 p.m. in the Fish 


Room at the White House. For the text of his message to the Con- 
gress, see the following item. 





THE PEOPLE’S RIGHT TO PROTECTION 


The President’s Message to the Congress Proposing Legislation for the 


Registration of Guns and the Licensing of Gun Owners. 


To the Congress of the United States: 


June 24, 1968 


Within the hour, in some city in America, a gun shot will ring out. 
And someone will fall dead or wounded. 

Unless we act purposefully to prevent it, reckless and wild gunfire 

will be heard again—tomorrow, the day after, and all the days to follow 

—as it was last Tuesday, in Denver, when a 71-year old gas station 

attendant was shot to death in the course of a $75 armed robbery; 

—;as it was last Wednesday, in Graceville, Florida, when a mental 

patient shot a three-year old boy through the back of the head; 

—as it was last Thursday, in Chicago, when a young man was killed 

and three others injured by shotgun blasts fired by a band of 


roving teenagers. 
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These tragedies are imbedded in the grim statistics of death and 
destruction at gun point. The terrible toll is rising. 

The latest report of the Federal Bureau of Investigation docu- 
ments a shocking increase in crimes where deadly weapons are the in- 
struments of violence. 

In 1967, there were: 

—7,700 murders with guns. In 1966 there were 6,500. 

—55,000 aggravated assaults with guns. In 1966 there were 43,000. 

—Over 71,000 robberies with guns. In 1966 there were 60,000. 

It took this country nearly two centuries to respond to the danger of 
guns in criminal and incompetent hands. The first Federal action came 
in the early 1930s, when the Congress enacted safeguards controlling the 
use of sawed-off shotguns and submachine guns to answer the public 
indignation and fear arising out of organized gang wars in the cities. 

But very little was done in the next three decades, while the velocity 
of speeding bullets exacted their deadly toll across America. Alone among 
the modern nations of the world, we remained without the gun control 
laws that other countries accept as an elementary need and condition of 
life. We can see the difference in the last reported comparisons of homi- 
cides by gunfire. Out of 15 countries reporting, the U.S. ranked worst— 
with a rate of 2.7 gun murders per 100,000 population. Here are some 
of the statistics: 

—2.7 for the U.S.—.03 in the Netherlands, and .04 in Japan, 

—2.7 for the U.S.—.05 in England and Wales, 

—2.7 for the U.S.—.12 in West Germany and .70 in Italy, 

—2.7 for the U.S.—.52 in Canada and .26 in Belgium. 

Since I first became President, I have fought for strong gun control 
laws. 

Now—at long last—we have begun to move. 


When I signed the Safe Streets Act last week, America took the 
first major step to control deadly firearms. That measure outlawed the 
interstate traffic in handguns and prohibited the sale of these small and 
lethal weapons to minors. 

We are now within sight of the second major step—the control of 
interstate traffic in shotguns, rifles and ammunition, as I requested of 
the Congress on June 6. I hope the Congress will move with the greatest 
speed to complete its action on this proposal for protection. 

But even before that step is finally completed, we must look to the 
next advance for the safety of the American people. 

With the enactment of these measures, we will have constructed the 
Nation’s first foundation upon which the States can build and develop 
their own gun control laws. Without this bulwark of interstate protection, 
even the best State laws would be exercises in futility. 

To assure the protection of our people, Federal law needs two addi- 
tional reinforcements: 

A national registration of all firearms, both those already in pri- 
vate hands and those acquired in the future. 

—Federal licensing of all possessors of firearms in those States whose 

laws fail to meet minimum Federal standards. 

Registration and licensing have long been an accepted part of daily 
life in America. Automobiles, boats—even dogs and bicycles in many 
communities—are commonly registered. Our citizens must get licenses 
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to fish, to hunt, and to drive. Certainly no less should be required for the 
possession of lethal weapons that have caused so much horror and heart- 
break in this country. Surely the slight inconvenience for the few is 
minimal, when measured against protection for all. 

I propose, first, the national registration of every gun in America. 

There are now more firearms than families in America. The esti- 
mates range between 50 and 100 million guns in this country. Last 
year more than 3 million guns were added to private stocks, building a 
massive arsenal which arms the murderer and the robber. 

Registration will tell us how many guns there are, where they are, 
and in whose hands they are held. 

Car registration has been the major factor in solving hit-and-run 
auto deaths. The new National Crime Information Center, operated by 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation has already begun to compile and 
computerize data on stolen automobiles, stolen guns, fugitives from 
justice, and other criminal activities. 

Now, for the first time, computer technology has made the national 
registration of guns practical and workable. The registration of guns 
can be fed into a computer bank at the National Crime Information 
Center. Through this system, the owner of a gun anywhere in the country 
can be identified in a matter of seconds. 

Second, I propose that every individual in this country be required 
to obtain a license before he is entrusted with a gun. 

Every murder by gunfire is a criminal confrontation in which— 
by design or through a conspiracy of events—the criminal faces his 
victim through the telescope cross-hairs of a rifle or over the barrel of a 
pistol. An inflamed moment seizes the criminal’s mind, and his finger 
presses the trigger. 

We may never be able to keep that criminal mind from erupting 
into violence, but we can stay the finger that squeezes the trigger—by 
keeping the gun out of the murderer’s hand. 

The surest route to accomplish this is to require every person who 
wants a gun to be licensed, first proving that he meets the qualifications. 

The initiative for licensing should, of course, rest with the States 
for there licensing can most effectively be carried out. Some States have 
already enacted comprehensive licensing laws which prevent the vicious, 
the irresponsible and the insane from acquiring firearms. In New Jersey, 
for example, which has had a licensing law for only a short period of 
time, over 1,500 disqualified persons have been denied access to lethal 
weapons. And States which have licensing requirements have lower 
homicide rates. 





The States are now working on model gun control laws through a 
special committee of the National Association of Attorneys General, the 
National Council of State Governments, and the National Governors 
Conference. I have urged that their work be expeditiously pursued. 


To assure uniformity and adequate protection, the law I propose 
would establish minimum Federal licensing standards. These would pre- 
vent firearms from being sold to or possessed by criminals, dope addicts, 
alcoholics, the mentally ill, and any others whose possession of guns would 
be harmful to the public health, safety or welfare. 
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The Federal licensing law would go into effect only in those States 
without at least comparable standards, and only after the States have 
been given an opportunity to act first. 


I call upon every Governor and State legislature to move as rapidly 
as they can to enact forceful laws for the protection of their people. 


Nothing in these proposals will impair the legitimate ownership or 
use of guns in this country. In other countries which have sensible laws, 
the hunter and the sportsman thrive. These measures will entail no more 
inconvenience for the gun owner than dog tags or automobile license 
plates pose for any citizen. Nor are they threats to the mystique of man- 
hood, or to the heritage of our people. Only the potential murderer’s 
chance to kill and only the potential robber’s chance to terrorize are 
threatened. The only heritage that is harmed is the record of violent 
death and destruction that shames our history. 


The proposals in this message are no more and no less than com- 
monsense safeguards which any civilized nation must apply for the safety 
of its people. 


The American people have been too long without them. The cost 
of inaction through the decades affronts our conscience. 


Homes and city streets across the Nation which might have rung 
with gunfire will be spared the tragedy of senseless slaughter. We will 
never be able to measure this violence that does not erupt. But our history 
tells us America will be a safer country if we move now—once and 
forever—to complete the protection so long denied our people. 


I urge the Congress, as I have throughout all the days of my Presi- 
dency, to act immediately to control interstate sales of shotguns, rifles and 
ammunition. Hearings on this legislation have long since been com- 
pleted. The legislation has been reported favorably by the House Judiciary 
Committee and the Juvenile Delinquency Subcommittee of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. That legislation—providing basic protection 
against interstate slaughter by firearms—should be brought to a vote 
without delay. 


Once that foundation of interstate protection has been established, 
the registration and licensing proposals made in this message should be 
enacted. But these proposals afford no justification for delay in enacting 
strong and effective controls over interstate traffic of deadly weapons. 
Indeed, they build upon the foundation of interstate control which is so 
essential to their effectiveness. 


Let us delay no longer in enacting that basic foundation of inter- 
state protection and then let us go on to build—through registration and 
licensing—the kind of protection so long denied the American citizen. 


Lynpbon B. JoHNSON 
The White House 
June 24, 1968 


NOTE: For the President’s statement announcing the message, see the preceding item. 
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United States Representative to the 
United Nations 


Remarks of the President and George Ball at the 
Swearing-In Ceremony for Mr. Ball. June 24, 1968 


Tue Preswent. Mr. Vice President, Chief Justice War- 
ren, Ambassador and Mrs. Goldberg, Ambassador and 
Mrs. Ball, members of the Cabinet, ladies and gentle- 
men: 

Ambassador George Ball is one of those “gifted ama- 
teurs’ who has given his country brilliant professional 
service in roles of very great public responsibility. 

He has held important official positions, including that 
of Under Secretary of State, and he has served the Presi- 
dent unofficially in many other ways. His counsel has 
been unfailingly judicious; his grasp of world affairs is 
broad and deep; his powers as an advocate are justly 
famous. Beyond all of these qualifications is that of loy- 
alty—to the United States of America, to democratic 
values, and to the President for whom he works. 

Now once again this afternoon, he puts his talents to 
the service of international diplomacy. He assumes Amer- 
ica’s embassy to the world in the United Nations. 

Extraordinary men have preceded Ambassador Ball 
in that post during this administration—Adlai Steven- 
son, who was George Ball's closest friend, and Arthur 
Goldberg. 

It has been 3 years since Arthur Goldberg left the Su- 
preme Court, and reentered the heat of the negotiating 
kitchen. For 3 eventful years of crisis and achievement, 
Ambassador Goldberg has served his country and has 
served all mankind. 

The treaty on outer space; the nonproliferation agree- 
ment; the United Nations action during the India-Paki- 
stan, Middle East, and Cyprus fighting; all of these bear 
the mark of Arthur Goldberg's outstanding skill as a me- 
diator for peace. 

So this afternoon, I thank Ambassador Goldberg—on 
behalf of the Presidents and the Nation that he has served 
so well. 

The central task of the United Nations demands men 
such as these. Put simply, the task is to reflect the diver- 
sity, the growing independence of nations, and at the 
same time to convert that independence into constructive 
action for peace and development in the world. 

No other institution can perform that task. That is 
why—despite the disappointments that have sometimes 
accompanied its real achievements—amillions of people in 
this country and abroad look to the United Nations with 
hope and with continuing expectation. 

They believe—as I believe—that what the United Na- 
tions has achieved is only prologue. It will without question 
play a major role in economic and social development 
during the next decade. It can help the world move from 
adversary relations to reconciliation; from violence as a 
habit of history to its rejection as a means of change. 
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I am very proud that George Ball will be our Repre- 
sentative to the United Nations during part of its his- 
toric period of development. And this afternoon on be- 
half of the American people, whom he has brilliantly 
served in the past, I welcome him once again into Ameri- 
ca’s official family. 

Thank you. 


[At this point, the oath of office was administered to Ambassador 
Ball by Earl Warren, Chief Justice of the United States.] 


AMBASSADOR BALL. Mr. President and Mrs. Johnson, 
Mr. Chief Justice and Mrs. Warren, Mr. Ambassador 
and Mrs. Goldberg, ladies and gentlemen: 


The generous words you have spoken, Mr. President, 
call clearly to mind the responsibilities that go with such 
an expression of confidence, nor do I enter on my duties 
without some knowledge of what they imply. 

To serve as the Permanent Representative of the 
United States is an assignment both complex and de- 
manding. It means more than merely speaking for our 
country in the Security Council and in the General As- 
sembly. It means bringing all of the resources of the 
United Nations to the service of a spacious and enlight- 
ened foreign policy. 

The qualities required for this task are so formidable 
that merely to list them is humbling: 


—Perception to understand the sensitive problems of 
other nations, both big and little. 

—Patience in a milieu where time is a central ingredi- 
ent of every diplomatic solution and where undue 
haste may be self-defeating. ; 

Imagination to discern the full potential of the in- 
struments at hand. 

—Experience to teach their limitations. 


In the past 20 years, this task has been carried on by 
a remarkable succession of strong and able men—Adlai 
Stevenson, Cabot Lodge, Arthur Goldberg—to name only 
some of the most illustrious. All have served with credit 
to themselves and with honor to their country. 

I am reassured in taking up where they have left off, 
by the fact that the lessons taught by their experience 
and wisdom will be available as a guide and inspiration. 
This is heartening to me, as is the certitude, derived from 
my own personal experience, that in this undertaking 
I can count not only on the counsel and assistance of 
Secretary Rusk and my old and good colleagues in the 
Department of State, but also, Mr. President, on your 
own firm support and wise understanding. 

I thank you, therefore, not only for all that you have 
said here today, but for the chance to serve under your 
guidance at a time when the world is in ferment, the Na- 
tion is troubled and war seems interminable; a chance to 
serve with you once again in pursuit of that shining goal 
you have set for all of us—the building of a secure, just 


and lasting peace in a free, humane, and stable world. 
Thank you. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 5:40 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. 
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Federal Executive Salary Schedule 


Executive Order 11416. June 24, 1968 


PLACING AN ADDITIONAL PosITION IN LEVEL V OF THE 
FEDERAL EXECUTIVE SALARY SCHEDULE 


By virtue of the authority vested in me by section 5317 
of title 5 of the United States Code, as amended, and 
as President of the United States, section 2 of Executive 
Order No. 11248 of October 10, 1965, as amended, is 
further amended by adding thereto the following: 

(19) Assistant to the Deputy Secretary of Defense. 


Lynpvon B. JoHNSON 
The White House 


June 24, 1968 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 9:46 a.m.,, 
June 26, 1968] 


NOTE: Executive Order 11416 was not made public in the form of a 
White House press release. 


Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 


Statement by the President on the 30th Anniversary of 
the Act. June 25, 1968 


Thirty years ago, on June 25, 1938, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt signed into law a great landmark in this 
Nation’s history of consumer protection: the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act. 

That legislation was an initial effort to meet a whole 
new set of problems as the American marketplace moved 
from the corner grocery into the age of the supermarket. 

It set forth this Government's basic principles for main- 
taining the quality and integrity of the market in the 20th 
century, and it directed the agencies of this Government 
to ensure that these principles would prevail. 

These principles have been buttressed over the past 30 
years by a series of amendments that have benefited both 
buyer and merchant—both the American consumer and 
American business. They have provided: 

—for the certification of insulin, penicillin, and other 

lifesaving antibiotics; 


—for setting limits on the usage of pesticides; 

—for establishing the safe use of food additives and 
color additives; 

—for assuring that all drugs are safe as well as effective, 
and for the control of stimulant, depressant, and 
hallucinogenic drugs. 

Meanwhile, there have been long strides in other areas 

of consumer protection. In the last 3 years, the Congress 
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has enacted major legislation to provide for highway 
safety, fair packaging, wholesome meat, protection against 
flammable fabrics, home appliance safety, safe toys, ade- 
quate clinical laboratory standards, fire research and 
safety, truth in lending, and the establishment of a 
National Commission on Product Safety. 

We have new Federal guardians of the marketplace: 
the first Special Assistant to the President for Consumer 
Affairs, the first Consumer Counsel in the Department of 
Justice, the first Presidential Committee on Consumer In- 
terests, and, within the last 2 weeks, the new Consumer 
Protection and Environmental Health Service in the 
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. 


With all that, however, the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act continues to provide an important basis for expanding 
the protection that American consumers need to remain 
the sovereign of the marketplace. 


During this week, while we are paying tribute to the 
historical significance of the Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act, I hope that each of us will pause to consider the 
genius of the American marketplace, which is the envy 
of the world. But let us also resolve that our great ability 
to raise, manufacture, distribute, and sell products to 
meet every human need be used to enhance the quality of 
American life for every man, woman, and child—for 
every American consumer. 


United States Ambassador to the 
Republic of Niger 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Samuel C. Adams, Jr. June 25, 1968 


President Johnson announced today his intention to 
nominate Samuel C. Adams, Jr., of Washington, D.C., to 
be Ambassador to the Republic of Niger. He will replace 
Ambassador Robert J. Ryan, who is being transferred to 


the Department after having served in Niger since August 
of 1964. 


Dr. Adams, a Foreign Service Reserve Officer, cur- 
rently the Director of the United States AID Mission to 
Morocco, was born in Waco, Texas, on August 15, 1920. 

He attended Fisk University where he earned a bache- 
lor of arts degree in 1945 and a master of arts degree in 
1947. From 1944 to 1946 he served as a chaplain’s assist- 
ant in the United States Navy. 


In 1947 Adams became director of the Marion Co- 
operative Center of the American Missionary Association. 
In 1950 and 1951 he acted as a research assistant for the 
Committee on Education, Training, and Research in 
Race Relations at the University of Chicago. 
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Adams entered the Foreign Service in 1952 and was 
assigned to Saigon for 2 years as a Mass Education Spe- 
cialist. In 1953 he received a doctor of philosophy degree 
from the University of Chicago. In 1954 he was made 
acting Chief of the Education Division of the United 
States Operations Mission at Saigon. 

The following year Dr. Adams transferred to Phnom 
Penh as Chief Education Officer of the United States 
Operations Mission to Cambodia. 

In 1958 he went to Lagos, Nigeria, where he served 
until 1961 as Chief Education Adviser in the Office of 
the International Cooperation Administration (ICA). 

From 1961 to 1964 he was the chief representative of 
the ICA and its successor agency, AID, at Bamako, Mali. 
In 1965 he went to Morocco as Director of the AID 
Mission to Morocco. 


He was appointed United States Representative to the 
Fifth Special Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly in April 1967. 

Dr. Adams is married to the former Evelyn Baker. 


An associate fellow of the Royal Anthropological In- 
stitute and a member of the American Sociological So- 
ciety, Alpha Phi Alpha, Dr. Adams is the author of several 
articles on race and cultural relations. 


United States Ambassador to Ghana 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 


Thomas W. McElhiney. June 25, 1968 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Thomas W. McElhiney of Maryland to be Ambas- 
sador to Ghana. 


McElhiney, a Career Foreign Service Officer currently 
serving as Country Director for South East Africa, will 
replace Ambassador Franklin H. Williams who has re- 
signed to direct the newly established urban and minority 
affairs center at Columbia University. 

McElhiney was born January 22, 1919, at West Union, 
W. Va., and attended Johns Hopkins University where 
he earned a bachelor of arts degree in 1941. He did post- 
graduate work at Cornell University in 1941-42. 

From 1942 to 1946 Mr. McElhiney served in the Corps 
of Engineers, United States Army. He entered the Foreign 
Service in 1946 and has served abroad at Amsterdam, 
Berlin, and Khartoum. He attended the National War 
College 1960-61, and during 1964 Mr. McElhiney was 
on the Congo working group in the Bureau of African 
Affairs. In 1965 he was named Director of the Office of 
Eastern African Affairs in the Department of State. 

He is married to the former Helen Lippincott. The 
McElhineys have three sons. 
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United States Ambassador to Argentina 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Carter L. Burgess. June 25, 1968 


The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Carter L. Burgess of New York to be Ambassador to 
Argentina. Burgess, currently serving as Consultant to the 
Secretary of Commerce, will replace Edwin M. Martin 
who resigned to become Chairman of the Development 
Assistance Committee of the Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD). 

Burgess, born in Roanoke, Va., on December 31, 1916, 
attended Virginia Military Institute where he earned a 
bachelor of arts degree. From 1941 to 1945 Mr. Burgess 
served in the U.S. Army in Europe, North Africa, and the 
United States, rising to the rank of colonel. He has been 
awarded military decorations by the United States, Great 
Britain, France, Belgium, and Tunisia. 

After leaving Europe in 1945 he acted as Deputy Ex- 
ecutive Secretary of the International Secretariat of the 
founding United Nations Conference in San Francisco. 
During 1946 and 1947 he was assistant to the president of 
the Trans World Airlines and from 1947 to 1953 he was 
director of administration and assistant to the president 
of the General Aniline and Film Corp. In 1953 he was 
named assistant to the president of the University of 
South Carolina. 

Burgess has performed special assignments for the For- 
eign Service, the U.S. Senate, Office of Defense Mobiliza- 
tion, and as consultant to the President on Cabinet and 
Executive Office organization..From 1954 to 1957 he 
served as Assistant Secretary of Defense for Manpower. 
In 1957 he became president and director of Trans World 
Airlines and in 1958 he was elected president and director 
of the American Machine and Foundry Co. 

He is currently a director of American Airlines, Morgan 
Guaranty Trust Co., and the Ford Motor Co. 

Burgess is a trustee of the George C. Marshall Founda- 
tion, the National Trust for Historic Preservation, and the 
New York Presbyterian Hospital. He holds honorary doc- 
tor of laws degrees from the University of South Carolina 
and William Jewell College, and an honorary doctor of 
engineering degree from Worcester Polytechnic Institute. 

He is married to the former May Gardner Smith. The 
Burgesses have five daughters and one son. 


Presidential Unit Citation 


Announcement of Award to the 8th Tactical Fighter 
Wing, Pacific Air Forces. June 25, 1968 


The President announced today the award of the Presi- 
dential Unit Citation to the 8th Tactical Fighter Wing, 
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Pacific Air Forces, for extraordinary heroism, outstanding 
professionalism, and exceptional dedication to mission ac- 
complishment in Southeast Asia from December 16, 1966 
through January 2, 1967. 


On December 16, 1966, the 8th Tactical Fighter Wing 
was assigned the mission of conducting an operation 
aimed at maximum reduction of the enemy air threat. 
Continuing to support and fly the normal combat mis- 
sions, personnel of the Wing worked doubly hard to meet 
the demands of detailed planning, careful preparation, 
and special training required by the new task. Conducted 
on January 2, 1967, the mission was extremely successful. 


Seven MIG-—21’s, the most advanced fighter available 
to the North Vietnamese, were destroyed within 15 min- 
utes without loss or damage to friendly aircraft. This out- 
standing performance greatly enhanced the free world 
forces’ ability to maintain air superiority over enemy 
territory. 


The citation reads as follows: 


CITATION To AccOMPANY THE AWARD OF 
THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION 
TO THE 
8TH TactTIcAL FIGHTER WING 


The 8th Tactical Fighter Wing, Pacific Air Forces, dis- 
tinguished itself by extraordinary heroism, outstanding 
professionalism, and exceptional dedication to mission 
accomplishment in action against enemy forces in South- 
east Asia from 16 December 1966 to 2 January 1967. 
Given the task to prepare for and to conduct a maximum 
attack on enemy aircraft while continuing its normal 
combat missions, personnel of the Wing met the task with 
comprehensive planning, careful preparation, extra effort 
and aggressive execution. The gallantry, determination, 
and esprit de corps shown by the men of the Wing led 
to a highly successful fighter sweep on 2 January 1967. 
Displaying superb airmanship and outstanding combat 
professionalism, aircrews of the 8th Tactical Fighter Wing 
destroyed seven MIG—21 high performance aircraft with- 
in a 15 minute period without loss or damage to friendly 
aircraft. This outstanding aerial achievement, carried out 
under extremely difficult and hazardous conditions, sig- 
nificantly reduced the hostile forces’ fighter defenses 
thereby making an important contribution to the Free 
World forces’ ability to maintain air superiority over 
enemy territory. The outstanding success of the mission 
testifies to the singular valor and the unselfish devotion to 
duty displayed by the personnel of the 8th Tactical Fighter 
Wing, and reflects great credit upon themselves and the 
United States Air Force. 
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Atomic Energy Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Glenn T. Seaborg and James T. Ramey. 
June 25, 1968 


President Johnson today announced his intention tw 
make two nominations affecting the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission. He will nominate Glenn T. Seaborg of Califor- 
nia to the unexpired term of Samuel M. Nabrit, which 
ends on June 30, 1970. Dr. Seaborg’s current term ex- 


pires on June 30,1968. He is currently serving as Chair- 
man of the AEC. 


The President also announced that he will nominate 
James T. Ramey, a legal resident of Illinois and a mem- 
ber of the AEC, to a new term of 5 years, ending on 
June 30, 1973. Commissioner Ramey’s current term ex- 
pires on June 30, 1969. 


Both positions require Senate confirmation. The salary 
of the Chairman is $30,000 per year and Commissioners 
are paid $29,500. 


Dr. Seaborg was born in Ishpeming, Mich., in 1912 
and received his B.A. degree in 1934 from the University 
of California at Los Angeles where he was elected to Phi 
Beta Kappa. He received his Ph. D. in 1937 from the 
University of California at Berkeley. 


From 1937-39 Dr. Seaborg was a research associate 
in chemistry on the Berkeley campus and in 1939 was ap- 
pointed an instructor in chemistry. While serving in this 
post, he became codiscoverer, in 1940, of plutonium, the 
first of a number of transuranium elements which he was 
to help discover during the next 18 years. He was pro- 
moted to assistant professor of chemistry in 1941 and in 
that year became codiscoverer of plutonium 239. 


In 1942 Dr. Seaborg took a leave of absence from the 
University of California to head the plutonium work of 
the Manhattan project at the University of Chicago 
Metallurgical Laboratory. 


Dr. Seaborg was appointed by President Truman in 
1946 to be a member of the Atomic Energy Commission’s 
first General Advisory Committee, a post he held until 
1950. Also in 1946, Dr. Seaborg returned to the depart- 
ment of chemistry at the University of California as a 
full professor and directed nuclear chemical research at 
the Lawrence Radiation Laboratory, operated for the 
Atomic Energy Commission by the University. In 1954 
he was named associate director of the Lawrence Radia- 
tion Laboratory. 
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Dr. Seaborg received the Nobel Prize for chemistry in 
1951, in recognition of his discoveries in the field of nu- 
clear chemistry. He also is the recipient of numerous other 
honors and honorary degrees. He is a member of many 
professional and honorary societies, and he has served on 
numerous professional advisory groups. 


He is the author of approximately 200 scientific pa- 
pers, including a number of comprehensive reviews and 
compilations in scientific publications. He is also author 
and coauthor of several books on chemistry and the 
elements. 


In August 1958, Dr. Seaborg was appointed chancel- 
lor of the University of California at Berkeley and served 
in that capacity until his appointment by President Ken- 
nedy in 1961 as Chairman of the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission. He was reappointed to this position in 1963. 


Dr. Seaborg is married and has six children. He resides 
with his family in Washington, D.C. 

Commissioner Ramey was born December 5, 1914, at 
Eddyville, Ky. He attended Nicholas Seen High School 
in Chicago and was graduated from Amherst College, 
Amherst, Mass., in 1937. In 1941 he earned an LL.B. 
degree from Columbia University. 


Following his graduation from law school, where he 
specialized in utilities and public law, he held successive 
positions from management assistant to a senior attorney 
with the Tennessee Valley Authority. In 1947 he joined 
the Atomic Energy Commission in the capacity of Assist- 
ant General Counsel and in 1952 he moved to Chicago as 
Assistant to the Manager, Chicago Operations Office, 
AEC, 

Mr. Ramey was named Executive Director, Joint Com- 
mittee on Atomic Energy in April 1956. He was appointed 
to the AEC by President Kennedy in August 1962 and 
reappointed by President Johnson in 1964. 


Mr. Ramey is married and has two children. His wife, 
Estelle R. Ramey, is an associate professor of physiology, 
Georgetown University Medical School. Mr. Ramey re- 
sides with his family in Bethesda, Md. 
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Natural Gas Pipeline Safety Bill 


Statement by the President Urging Enactment by the 
House of Representatives. June 26, 1968 


Today the House of Representatives has an opportunity 
to prevent tragedy before it strikes and to protect every 
American family against the threat of danger and 
destruction. 

That protection can be provided in the form of a strong 
natural gas pipeline safety bill, which I recommended in 
a special consumer message 16 months ago. The Senate 
has already enacted a measure encompassing my recom- 
mendations. 

More than 800,000 miles of pipeline criss-cross the 
continent reaching into virtually every city and town in 
the Nation. Many lines run under our homes and crowded 
city streets. Many other lines will rest under communities 
of the future as our population grows and shifts. 

Lives and property have already been lost in terrible 
explosions, ignited by gas pipeline failures, such as those 
in Natchitoches, La., and in Jamaica, N.Y. And we know 
that the potential for even greater tragedy lurks in pipe- 
lines lowered into place almost half a century ago. 

I urge the House, as it meets today, to enact a measure 
conforming to the Senate bill, and to make these points 
clear: 

—that existing as well as new pipelines will be covered 
by the law. 

—that Federal minimum safety standards and enforce- 
ment regulations will go into effect within 2 years 
and interim standards at once—unless the States 
can show that their procedures are at least equal to 
Federal procedures. 

~—that Federal grants to develop modern and workable 
safety standards will be made available to the States 
without delay. 

This 90th Congress has served the American consumer 
well. It has provided landmark protection in the truth- 
in-lending, wholesome meat, flammable fabrics, product 
safety and fire safety laws. Now the House has the oppor- 
tunity—and the obligation—to extend and enlarge that 
record by writing into law a strong and effective natural 
gas pipeline safety bill. 





THE PRESIDENT’S NEWS CONFERENCE 
OF JUNE 26, 1968 


RESIGNATION OF CHEF Justice EarL WARREN 


Tue Preswent. On June 13th I received a letter from the Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court which reads as follows: 


“Pursuant to the provisions of 28 USC, section 371(b), I hereby ad- 
vise you of my intention to retire as Chief Justice of the United States 


effective at your pleasure. 
“Respectfully yours, 


“EARL WARREN” 
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“My dear Mr. President: 

“In connection with my retirement letter of today, I desire to state 
my reason for doing so at this time. 

“T want you to know that it is not because of reasons of health or on 
account of any personal or associational problems, but solely because of 
age. I have been advised that I am in as good physical condition as a person 
of my age has any right to expect. My associations on the Court have been 
cordial and satisfying in every respect, and I have enjoyed each day of the 
fifteen years I have been here. 

“The problem of age, however, is one that no man can combat and, 
therefore, eventually must bow to it. I have been continuously in the public 
service for more than fifty years. When I entered the public service, 150 
million of our 200 million people were not yet born. I, therefore, conceive 
it to be my duty to give way to someone who will have more years ahead 
of him to cope with the problems which will come to the Court. 

“T believe there are few people who have enjoyed serving the public 
or who are more grateful for the opportunity to have done so than I. I take 
leave of the Court with the warmest of feelings for every member on it 
and for the institution which we have jointly served in the years I have 
been privileged to be part of it. 

“With my very best wishes for your continued good health and 
happiness, I am 

“Sincerely, 


“EARL WARREN” 


I responded to that letter today, June 26th, as follows: 


“My dear Mr. Chief Justice: 

“It is with the deepest regret that I learn of your desire to retire, 
knowing how much the Nation has benefited from your service as Chief 
Justice. However, in deference to your wishes, I will seek a replacement 
to fill the vacancy in the office of Chief Justice that will be occasioned 
when you depart. With your agreement, I will accept your decision to 
retire effective at such time as a successor is qualified. 

“You have won for yourself the esteem of your fellow citizens. You 
have served your Nation with exceptional distinction and deserve the 
Nation’s gratitude. 

“Under your leadership, the Supreme Court of the United States 
has once again demonstrated the vitality of this Nation’s institutions and 
their capacity to meet with vigor and strength the challenge of changing 
times. The Court has acted to achieve justice, fairness, and equality before 
the law for all people. 

“Your wisdom and strength will inspire generations of Americans 
for many decades to come. 

“Fortunately, retirement does not mean that you will withdraw 
from service to your Nation and to the institutions of the law. I am sure 
that you will continue, although retired from active service as Chief Jus- 
tice, to respond to the calls which will be made upon you to furnish con- 
tinued inspiration and guidance to the development of the rule of law 
both internationally and in our own Nation. Nothing is more important 


than this work which you undertook so willingly and have so well 
advanced. 


“Sincerely, 
“Lynpon B. JoHNSON” 
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NoMINATION OF NEw CuteF JUSTICE AND ASSOCIATE JUSTICE 


I have the nomination for the Chief Justice. The nomination will go 
to the Senate shortly. It is Justice Abe Fortas of the State of Tennessee. 
His background will be available to you as prepared by the Justice 


Department. 


To the Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, when Mr. Fortas is 
elevated, I am nominating Judge Thornberry, presently on the fifth 
circuit. Also he is a former Federal district judge and his home is in 
Austin, Texas. I think most of you know him. 

I will sign those nominations momentarily. They will be at the Senate 


when the Senate opens today. 
QUESTIONS 


SUPREME COURT APPOINTMENTS 


Q. Judge Thornberry’s first name? 
Tue Present. Homer. 


Q. Sir, have you decided whom you are going to name 
to take Mr. Thornberry’s place on the fifth circuit? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

Q. Do you anticipate having any trouble in having 
the Senate ratify these? 

Tue Presiwent. I would suspect that they would 
review their records very carefully. I believe when they 
do that, they will meet with the approval of the Senate. 

Q. Did you discuss this with Senator Eastland or any- 
body else in the Judiciary Committee? 

Tue Presiwent. Yes. I have discussed it with the 
leadership, with several Members of the Senate, the Demo- 


cratic leadership and Republican leadership, and the lead- 
ership of the committee. 


GUN CONTROL 


Q. Mr. President, do you judge the temper of Congress 
now to be such that you might expect to get any, if not 
all, or most of the restrictions that you have proposed 
in the gun legislation yesterday? 

THe Preswent. I would hope that we could. I am 
not able to predict. This is the first day they are taking 
testimony in the Senate. I haven't followed that this 
morning. They will hear the Attorney General. Mr. 
Glenn and others will appear, along with Mayor Lind- 
say. But I don’t have an up-to-date report on that testi- 
mony or what action they will take. 

Q. Mr. President, Monday I think you recommended 
that other mayors follow the example of Mayor Alioto 
on a set of programs to try to encourage people to turn in 
guns. I know that you happen to have some guns down 
at the ranch. I was wondering by any chance if you are 
thinking of turning in some of your guns? 

THE Presipent. If we have any that would meet that 
qualification, we would be glad to do it. 


NORTH VIETNAMESE ACTION 


Q. Mr. President, there are reports that the North 
Vietnamese are infiltrating at a larger rate into the South. 
Would you comment on that and comment on the ground 
situation, as well as the thoughts that some offensive in that 
part is expected? 

Tue Presipent. I don’t think I would want to com- 
ment on that now. 


AMBASSADOR HARRIMAN’S REVIEW OF THE PARIS TALKS 


Q. Mr. President, can you tell us anything about your 
talks with Ambassador Harriman? 

Tue PresweNnt. The Ambassador reviewed with me 
the situation as he saw it. He brought me up to date on the 
exchanges and gave me his evaluations. I don’t think there 
is a great deal that he said to me that he hasn’t said in 
meeting with the press following these various meetings. 
We discussed some of the thoughts he had in mind and 
certain ideas that he had, and reviewed them. We ex- 
changed views. 


COMMUNIST PRESSURE ON WEST BERLIN 


Q. Mr. President, what do you think are the reasons 
for the intensified Communist pressure on West Berlin at 
this time? 

Tue Presivent. I am not able to evaluate the reasons 
for the Communist action, Jim. 


POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN 


Q. Mr. President, the Resurrection City encampment 
has now been abandoned and some of the leaders are em- 
barking on the strategy of civil disobedience and the rest 
are wanting to be arrested. Do you think any good pur- 
pose can be served by this kind of behavior? 

Tue Presivent. I made a rather lengthy statement at 
my press conference before the march. There is not much 
I can add to that. I think that everyone in Washington 
in a position to serve the people of this country is going 
to do everything he can to aid the poor. 
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I have pending between $70 billion to $80 billion 
worth of programs that are regarded as social programs. 

We are doing everything we can to get those programs 
funded by the Appropriations Committee. I would hope 
that anyone who is concerned with the poor would make 
appropriate representations and certainly express their 
viewpoints, but not do it in such a way that finds them 
conflicting with the law of the land. 


UNITED STATES-SOVIET RELATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, you directed yourself to relations 
with the Soviet Union three times recently—Glassboro and 
twice subsequently. Is there anything you would like to 
add to that; possibly evaluate the relationship? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 


ANTIPOVERTY FUNDS 


Q. Mr. President, in connection with the poor, would 
you like to see the House restore the funds cut by the 
Appropriations Committee for education in the antipov- 
erty program? 

THe Presipent. Yes. We have made our recom- 
mendations to the committee during the consideration of 
the bill. And we have done so since they have acted. 


SENATOR MC CARTHY AND THE PARIS TALKS 


Q. Mr. President, Senator McCarthy has said he may 
go over to Paris to find out more about the peace talks and 
perhaps talk to the representatives of Hanoi. 

Do you have any comment? 

Tue Presivent. No. 


PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU 


Q. Mr. President, do you have any plans to meet with 
Prime Minister Trudeau? 
Tue Presivent. I have no plans, no. 


SIGNING OF THE TAX BILL 


Q. Mr. President, can you give us any indication when 
you might sign the tax bill? 

THE PresipEnt. I would think shortly, in the next day 
or two. I think that all of you are familiar with the prob- 
lems we have with these bills. Under the Constitution, the 
President has 10 days to act. 

When these bills are messaged down, they go to a cen- 
tral point in the executive branch of the Government. 
They come to the President’s desk. He, in turn, circulates 
the measures for examination to all the other departments 
concerned. 


Depending on how much new material is in it and how 
familiar they are with the various sections, the groups 
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meet and analyze and evaluate and make their recom- 
mendations. That is true on every piece of general legis- 
lation. 

Some of them can make evaluations quicker than others, 
It is easier if the bill that you submit is passed as you sub- 
mitted it, because you have already considered it. But if 
they change it as they do in most bills, you have to go 
back and have all that reviewed and see how it affects 
the expenditures and the policies of the Government. 

I am not sure just when this examination process will 
be completed. As soon as it is, and I can read their com- 
ments, I will be prepared to act. 


MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIEU 


Q. Mr. President, do you expect to meet soon with 
President Thieu of South Vietnam? 


THE PREswENT. I am not sure just when that meet- 
ing will take place. I don’t have a date on it now. 


POSSIBILITY OF SUMMIT MEETING OR TRIP TO SOVIET 
UNION 


Q. Mr. President, we keep getting these reports or ru- 
mors from abroad that a summit meeting between your- 
self and Mr. Kosygin may be forthcoming soon, or be- 
fore January 20 of next year. 


Is there anything in the works for a summit meeting 
or a trip to the Soviet Union by yourself? 


THE PRESENT. I know of no basis for those rumors. 
I have no plans for it. 


POSSIBILITY OF LATIN AMERICAN TRIP 


Q. As long as we are on the subject of possible travel, 
Mr. President, there are also recurring rumors or reports 
that you might go to Latin America at about the time you 
go down to the HemisFair celebration. 

Can you pin those down for us one way or the other? 

Tue Preswent. When I can, I will. 

I wouldn’t deal in rumors very much though, if I 
were you. George will always make this available to 
you just the first moment he can. 

As a matter of fact, before I could sign these nomina- 
tions that came over from the Justice Department, we 
called you in first. 

I am going to proceed to sign them so we can get 
them up there before 12 o’clock. 


Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: President Johnson’s one hundred and twenty-eighth news 
conference was held in his office at the White House at 11:38 a.m. 
on Wednesday, June 26, 1968. 

As printed above, this item follows the text released by the 
White House. 
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MONDAY, JULY 1, 1968 
Safe Streets and Crime Control 


The President’s Letter to the President of the Senate 
Requesting Funds To Strengthen Law Enforcement 
Machinery. June 26, 1968 


Sir: 

Last week I signed the Safe Streets and Crime Con- 
trol Act of 1968. 

Today, I call upon the Congress to provide the 
funds—almost $100 million for fiscal year 1969—to carry 
out the major purpose of that legislation: strengthening 
the law enforcement machinery of the States and cities 
across the Nation. 

The budget amendment I submit today fulfills two 
purposes : 

First, it withdraws $20 million requested in my January 
budget for the Office of Law Enforcement Assistance be- 
cause the new program under the Safe Streets Act has 
absorbed the functions of that office. 

Second, it adds $98.6 million for the Safe Streets pro- 
gram, thus providing a single appropriation for the new 
Law Enforcement Assistance Administration—the agency 
in the Department of Justice charged with the respon- 
sibility of administering the Safe Streets program. 

These funds will provide the urgently needed resources 
by State and local officials to fight crime on the front 
lines—in the city street, the alleys, the local neighborhood 
and on the roads. With these funds, we can help: 


—To better train, equip and pay the policemen who 
protect our families and our homes. 

—To reduce congestion in the criminal courts and to 
modernize antiquated correctional institutions. 

—To create a National Institute of Law Enforcement 
and Criminal Justice, putting science to work in the 
detection of criminals and the prevention of crime. 


The funds I seck will not add to the totals in the 
January budget. 
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The details of this proposal are set forth in the enclosed 
letter from the Director of the Bureau of the Budget, with 
whose comments I concur. 

I urge the Congress to give prompt and favorable con- 
sideration to this essential and urgent request to protect 
the public order. 

Respectfully yours, 


Lynpon B. JoHNsSON 
[The President of the Senate] 


Bonin Islands 


The President’s Message to the Bonin Islanders on the 
Reversion of the Bonins to Japanese Administration. 


June 26, 1968 


This is an historic occasion for the United States and 
Japan, and in particular for you, the people of the Bonin 
Islands. 

In November of 1967, Prime Minister Sato and I 
reviewed the status of the Bonin Islands and agreed that 
the mutual security interests of Japan and the United 
States could be accommodated within arrangements for 
the return of administration of these islands to Japan. 
I take pleasure in the fact that these consultations have 
now been successfully concluded. I fully share Prime 
Minister Sato’s view as stated in our joint communique of 
November 15, 1967, that the return of administrative 
rights over the Bonin Islands will contribute to solidifying 
the ties of friendship between Japan and the United 
States. 

As you begin your new lives today once again under 
Japanese administration, I extend to you my best wishes 
for the future. 

NOTE: The message was made available by the White House Press 


Office. It was not made public in the form of a White House press 
release. 





TO VOTE AT EIGHTEEN—DEMOCRACY 
FULFILLED AND ENRICHED 


The President’s Message to the Congress Proposing an Amendment to the 


Constitution. June 27, 1968 


To the Congress of the United States: 


The ballot box is the great anvil of democracy, where government 
is shaped by the will of the people. It is through the ballot that democracy 
draws its strength, renews its processes, and assures its survival. 

Throughout the life of our Republic, no single, enduring question 
has so engaged generation after generation of Americans as this: Who 
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among our citizens shall be eligible to participate as voters in determining 
the course of our public affairs? 

On four occasions we have amended our Constitution to enlarge 
or to protect that participation. In recent years, Congress itself has been 
attentive to sheltering and assuring the free exercise of the right to vote. 

Such a concern is altogether fitting. Under a government of, by and 
for the people, the right to vote is the most basic right of all. It is the 
right on which all others finally stand. 

Such a right is not to be idly conferred or blindly withheld. But the 
stability of our Republic from the beginning has been served—well and 
faithfully—by the willingness of Americans to lay aside the constraints 
of custom and tradition and heed the appeals of reason and reality to 
welcome into the American electorate those of our citizens fitted by the 
precepts of our society’s values to participate in the exercise of the ulti- 
mate right of citizenship. 

At the inception of the Republic, the promise of the new Nation 
was strengthened because our forefathers cast aside tests of religion and 
property. 

At midpassage, America’s moral strength was fortified when the 
test of color was removed by the Fifteenth Amendment. The Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 has reinforced this principle for all time. 

At the beginning of the modern era in this twentieth century, reason 
and reality wisely prevailed when the women of America—through the 
Nineteenth Amendment to the Constitution—were granted the equality 
of citizenship so long denied them. 


In 1961, the Twenty-Third Amendment to the Constitution gave 


citizens of the Nation’s capital the right to vote for President and Vice 
President. 


Four years ago, the Twenty-Fourth Amendment struck down the 


tests of the poll tax which had for almost a century disenfranchised 
thousands of Americans. 


ENLARGING THE AMERICAN FRANCHISE 


In all these instances time has affirmed the wisdom and the right 
of these decisions to enlarge participation in the Nation’s affairs. Time, 
too, has already affirmed the wisdom and justice of our continuing efforts 
in the last decade to perfect, protect and shelter the right of all citizens 
to vote and to put an end to the unconscionable techniques of studied 
discrimination. 

Today, I believe it is time once more for Americans to measure the 
constraints of custom and tradition against the compelling force of reason 
and reality in regard to the test of age. The hour has come to take the 
next great step in the march of democracy. We should now extend the 
right to vote to more than ten million citizens unjustly denied that right. 
They are the young men and women of America between the ages of 
18 and 21. 

The practice of admitting young Americans to the electorate at the 
age of twenty-one has its roots in the dim and distant mists of medieval 


England—but it is a practice and limitation without roots in the Ameri- 
can experience. 
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Throughout our history as a young Nation, young people have been 
called upon by the age of eighteen to shoulder family responsibilities and 
civic duties identical with their elders. 


At the age of eighteen, young Americans are called upon to bear 
arms. 


At the age of eighteen, young Americans are treated as adults be- 
fore many courts of law and are held responsible for their acts. 

The age of eighteen, far more than the age of twenty-one, has been 
and is the age of maturity in America—and never more than now. 

Reason does not permit us to ignore any longer the reality that 
eighteen year old young Americans are prepared—by education, by ex- 
perience, by exposure to public affairs of their own land and all the 
world—to assume and exercise the privilege of voting. 

The essential stability of our system is not served, the moral integrity 
of our cause is not strengthened, the value we place on the worth of the 
individual is not honored by denying to more than ten million citizens— 
solely because of their age—the right to full participation in determining 
our country’s course. 

This denial of the right to vote limits our democracy. It diminishes 
every modern concept of citizenship. 


The young people of America in this decade are far more ready, 
far better qualified, far more able to discharge the highest duty of citizen- 
ship than any generations of the past. 

We know—and the young men and women know also—that this is so. 

They are better educated than their counterparts of a generation 
ago. They graduate from high school and enter college in greater pro- 
portions. Already this group—although many have not yet completed 
their schooling—have a higher education level than the general electorate. 

Mass communication and greater opportunities for travel expose 
them earlicr and more frequently to the issues of the day than the young 
men and women of the 1940's, or even the 1950’s. 

The young men of today serve their Nation in uniform with the 
same devotion as their fathers and brothers of earlier days showed. But 
duties unknown a decade ago have summoned the devotion of young men 
and women alike, by the tens of thousands. Their participation in the 
Peace Corps, in VISTA, and in other community ventures has elevated 
our national life and brought new meaning to the concept of service. 


For myself, I deeply believe that America can only prosper from the 
infusion of youthful energy, initiative, vigor and intelligence into our 
political processes. 

We live in a world that is young and growing younger each year. Of 
all nations, none has more generously invested in preparing its young 
people for constructive citizenship and none has been more faithfully 
served by its young than has America. 

Today, the young people of America are asking the opportunity to 
give of their talents and abilities, their energies and enthusiasms, to the 
greater tasks of their times. I believe their proper request can and must 
be properly answered by a national affirmation of our faith in them. For 
a nation without faith in its sons and daughters is a nation without faith 
in itself. 
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Wuat I Propose 


I accordingly propose that the Congress of the United States ap- 
prove and submit for ratification of the legislatures of three-fourths of 
the States an amendment to the Constitution of the United States to 
provide, as follows: 


“The right of any citizen of the United States to vote shall not be 
denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of 
age if a citizen is eighteen years of age or older.” 


In proposing submission of such an amendment I am mindful that: 


—The State of Georgia since 1943, and the State of Kentucky, since 
1955, have permitted eighteen year old residents to vote. 


—The two new States of Alaska and Hawaii have permitted nine- 
teen and twenty year old residents, respectively, to vote. 


—The first proposal for such an amendment was advanced in 1942 
by Senator Arthur Vandenberg. 


—President Dwight D. Eisenhower, in his 1954 State of the Union 
Address, urged an Amendment to lower the voting age to eighteen. 


—In the 90th Congress, more than fifty proposed Constitutional 
Amendments to extend voting rights to eighteen year old citizens 
have been introduced, and many of these measures have broad 
bi-partisan support. 


The concept has been tried and tested. Its merit has been established. 
Its rightness is now beyond dispute. 


FuLu PARTICIPATION IN OuR AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 


The time has come to grant our youth what we ask of them but still 
deny to them—full and responsible participation in our American 
democracy. 

In this year of national decision, as Americans in every State pre- 
pare to choose their leadership for the decisive and fateful years before 
us, the Congress has a rare opportunity through the submission of this 
amendment to signify to our young people that they are respected, that 
they are trusted, that their commitment to America is honored and that 
the day is soon to come when they are to be participants, not spectators, 
in the adventure of self-government. 

Every time before, when America has extended the vote to citizens 
whose hour has come, new vitality has been infused into the lifestream 
of the Nation, and America has emerged the richer. 


Now the hour has come again to take another step in Democracy’s 
great journey. 


Lynvon B. JoHNSOoN 


The White House 
June 27, 1968 


NOTE: For the President’s remarks toa YMCA Youth Governors Conference luncheon, 
concerning his proposal to lower the voting age to 18, see p. 1002 of this issue. 
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Department of Defense and Small 
Business Administration 


Statements by the President Upon Announcing His 
Intention To Nominate Robert C. Moot as Assistant 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) and Howard J. 
Samuels as Administrator of SBA. June 28, 1968 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
transfer two key appointees to new assignments. He plans 
to appoint Robert C. Moot, present Administrator of the 
Small Business Administration, as Assistant Secretary of 
Defense (Comptroller) to succeed Robert Anthony who 
is resigning from this position to return to the Harvard 
Business School. 

To succeed Mr. Moot as Administrator of the Small 
Business Administration, the President will nominate 
Howard J. Samuels, currently Under Secretary of Com- 
merce. 

Through these job changes, Moot will return to the 
Defense Department where he had 16 years of experience 
in financial and procurement management prior to his 
transfer to the Small Business Administration in 1966. 

“His extensive background and experience in the com- 
plex financial problems of the Defense Establishment will 
be of great value to me and Secretary Clifford in the 
months immediately ahead,” the President said in an- 
nouncing this nomination. 

Mr. Samuels will bring to the administration of the 
small business program not only his experience in the 
Commerce Department but his successful background in 
the organization and operation of small business enter- 
prise. Prior to his appointment as Under Secretary in 
1967, he had served as the founder and president of 
Kordite Corp. in Canandaigua, N.Y., which is currently 
a division of Mobil Oil Corp. 

The President said: “In designating Mr. Samuels to 
head the Small Business Administration, I am presenting 
him with the challenge to take the lead in the develop- 
ment of minority entrepreneur programs through the 
available resources of the Federal Government and the 
cooperation of American business. One of the main rea- 
sons for my asking Mr. Samuels to assume this difficult 
task is that it will require the commitment of the private 
sector. His stature as a national business leader will enable 
him to attract their talents and resources in meeting this 
urgent challenge.” 

Robert C. Moot was born June 1, 1911, in Orange, 
N.J., and attended Dana College in New Jersey. Prior 
to World War II, Mr. Moot held accounting and mar- 
keting positions with Sears Roebuck and with Brown 
Brothers, Harriman and Co. During World War II, he 
served on active duty with the U.S. Army. 

Mr. Moot entered Federal civilian service employment 
in 1946 with the Department of the Navy. From 1950 
to 1956, he served as Deputy Comptroller and from 1956 
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to 1957 as Comptroller of the Bureau of Supplies and 
Accounts in the Department of the Navy. For the next 
5 years, Mr. Moot served as Staff Director of Material 
Management and later as Director of Supply Manage- 
ment Policy in the Office of the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Installations and Logistics. From 1962 to 
1965, Mr. Moot was Comptroller of the Defense Supply 
Agency. From 1965 until November 1966, Mr. Moot 
was Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Logistic 
Services. He was named to the post of Deputy Admin- 
istrator of the Small Business Administration in Novem- 
ber 1966 and Administrator in July 1967. 

Mr. Moot has received the Department of Defense Dis- 
tinguished Civilian Service Award, the Defense Supply 
Agency Exceptional Civilian Service Award, and the De- 
fense Supply Agency Meritorious Civilian Service Award. 

Mr. and Mrs. Moot and their three children reside in 
Annandale, Va. 

Mr. Samuels, who was born December 3, 1919, in 
Rochester, N.Y., studied business and engineering admin- 
istration at MIT where he received a bachelor of science 
degree in 1937. After 5 years of active duty in the U.S. 
Army during World War II, Mr. Samuels founded a 
business in Victor, N.Y., which subsequently grew into 
the $50 million a year Kordite Corp. Prior to assuming 
his present position, Mr. Samuels had heavily involved 
himself in local, statewide, and national activities, includ- 
ing membership on the Board of Education, Planning 
Commission, Chamber of Commerce, and Citizens Com- 
mittee for Education in his own community. Mr. Samuels 
has also served as a member of the National Citizens’ 
Committee for Community Relations, member of the New 
York Business Advisory Council (1954-58), and a mem- 
ber of the National Committee for Employment of Youth 
Symposium (1964). In 1962 Mr. Samuels was a candi- 
date in New York for the Democratic gubernatorial nom- 
ination and in 1966 he ran for lieutenant governor on 
the Democratic ticket. Mr. Samuels is the author of “An 
Insufficient House,” a study of the financial structure of 
education in New York State and “Industry’s Stake in 
Erasing Poverty.” 


Mr. Samuels is married and has eight children. 


Uniform Holiday Bill 


Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill Providing 
for Celebration of Certain National Holidays on 
Monday and Establishing Columbus Day as a National 
Holiday. June 28, 1968 


The bill that we sign today will help Americans to 
enjoy more fully the country that is their magnificent 
heritage. It will also aid the work of Government and 
bring new efficiency to our economy. 
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This bill provides that three of our national holidays 
will be celebrated on Monday: 


—Washington’s Birthday on the third Monday in 
February; 

—Memorial Day on the last Monday in May; 

—Veterans Day on the fourth Monday in October. 


The bill will take effect on January 1, 1971. State 
legislatures will thus have time to act for observances in 
local government offices and in private employment. 


This will mean a great deal to our families and our 
children. 


—lIt will enable families who live some distance apart 
to spend more time together. 

—Americans will be able to travel farther and see more 
of this beautiful land of ours. 

—They will be able to participate in a wider range 
of recreational and cultural activities. 


The bill also establishes Columbus Day as a Federal 
holiday—to be celebrated on the second Monday in Oc- 
tober. Thirty-four of our States have already established 
a day honoring Christopher Columbus. It is fitting now 
that we give national expression to our faith in the spirit 
of discovery embodied by this great adventurer. This new 
holiday will henceforth honor one of our finest and most 
cherished national characteristics—our ability to live and 
work together, men and women of all national origins, 
as one united and progressive nation. 

The provisions of this bill insure a minimum of five 
regularly recurring 3-day weekends each year for Federal 
employees. The costs will be offset to an important degree 
by avoiding disruptions of Government business through 
Monday observance of holidays. 

The private employer will enjoy similar gains in effi- 
ciency. The Monday holiday will stimulate greater in- 
dustrial and commercial production, sparing business and 
labor the penalty of midweek shutdowns. 


Note: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 15951) is Public Law 90-363. 


Revenue and Expenditure 
Control Act of 1968 


Statement by the President Upon Signing the Bill Into 
Law. June 28, 1968 


Four and a half years ago—just a few months after 
becoming President—I signed the biggest tax cut in the 
Nation’s history. Then, the economy was dragging. Five 
and a half percent of the labor force was out of work. 
We were underachievers—falling almost $30 billion short 
of our productive capacity. 

We had to put our foot on the accelerator then. The 
income tax reduction and the later excise tax cuts brought 
new vigor and health to America’s economy. They helped 
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us to roll up an unparalleled and impressive record: 88 
months of sustained prosperity. 

This has meant higher paychecks to the worker and 
higher profits to the businessman. The unemployment 
rate has dropped all the way down to 3.5 percent, the 
lowest in 15 years. Never before have so many of our 
citizens shared in so much of the Nation’s prosperity. 

The same principles of good fiscal management sum- 
mon us here today for a tax increase. The special costs 
of supporting our fighting men in Vietnam and the costs 
of launching and supporting comprehensive education, 
health, city, job, and conservation programs in our society 
have added many billions to our budget. The Nation’s 
economy is moving too fast because of an unacceptable 
budgetary deficit. We must now apply the fiscal brakes. 

With the measure I sign today, we will cut $20 billion 
from the deficit in fiscal year 1969. This marks the larg- 
est shift of the budget toward restraint in the past two 
decades. 

Now we can attack decisively—at the roots—the threats 
to our prosperity: accelerating inflation, soaring interest 
rates, deteriorating world trade performance. 

Now we can mobilize the defense of our dollar at home 
and abroad and fulfill our obligations to world monetary 
stability. 

Now we are assured that we can continue to rely on 


free markets, unfettered by damaging government con- 
trols. 


This temporary surcharge will return to the Treasury 
about half the tax cuts I signed into law in 1964 and 
1965. For the average taxpayer it will mean an addi- 
tional penny on the dollar of income in the coming year. 
It honors the democratic principle that taxes should be 
based on ability to pay. 

Here is how the surcharge will affect the American 
family: 


—For a family of 4 with a yearly income of up to 
$5,000 it will not increase taxes at all. 


—For a $10,000 income family, it will amount to 
slightly over $2 a week. This leaves them nearly 
$3 a week ahead of the tax rates prevailing when 
I became President. 


—For an affluent family with $30,000 a year, it will 
amount to 2 cents on the dollar. 


For every American family—rich or poor—the tax bill 
is the very best insurance policy we can buy to protect 
our prosperity. 

A modest and equitable temporary income tax is far 
better than the cruel and haphazard tax of rising prices 
and spiraling interest rates, which would continue to 
squeeze millions of Americans—salaried workers, home- 
buyers, the elderly couple living on a pension, and all the 
others who are defenseless against inflation—just as it 
has unnecessarily squeezed them over the past 2 years. 











MONDAY, JULY 1, 1968 


The tax bill gives us—not a guarantee—but an oppor- 
tunity for further economic progress. We must fully grasp 
that opportunity. This will take a concerted effort on 
many fronts: 


—by the Government in continuing to meet its obli- 
gations for sound fiscal and monetary management 
and improvement in our balance of payments. 

—by business and labor in exercising the utmost re- 
straint in price and wage decisions. 

—by American industry in working energetically to 
strengthen our world trade position. 


This bill deals with expenditures as well as taxes. It 
requires the President to reduce Federal expenditures by 
$6 billion from the January budget for the fiscal 1969. 


The January budget was lean and tight. It blended 
fiscal responsibility with our very urgent national pur- 
poses—to pursue the work we must do for the cities, for 
the farmers, for the poor, and for the common defense. 
But the Congress—as a condition of its approval for the 
tax bill—has imposed a deep reduction in that budget. 

I have accepted this decision of the Congress because 
the tax bill is so imperative to the economic health of 
the Nation. 


It is my belief that in the course of the normal appro- 
priations process Congress will reduce the budget by con- 
siderably less than $6 billion. In that event, under the 
law I sign today, Congress will shift to the President the 
responsibility for making reductions in programs which 
the Congress itself is unwilling to do. 

This departure from the traditional appropriations 
process is most unwise. I believe the Congress also acted 
unwisely in the requirement that Federal employment be 
rolled back to the level of 2 years ago. This conflicts 
with the needs of a growing Nation for increased and 
efficient public services. 


In carrying out these Congressional mandates, I will 
do my best to fulfill our most urgent priorities and to 
continue the essential operations of Government. We must 
not falter in our efforts to root out injustice and unrest 
from the land. 


With the enactment of the tax bill, our democracy 
passed a critical test. Raising taxes is never a pleasant 
task, least of all in a national election year. But in finally 
acting Congress has fulfilled an important responsibility. 

I believe that the decision should have come sooner 
and should never have been in doubt. This is not the 
last time that we will have to act in applying flexible 
and rational fiscal policies to keep our economy flourish- 
ing. We must study the lessons of the past 2 years and 
ask these questions: 
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—How can we avoid in the future the costly inaction 
and the threat of fiscal stalemate we have just 
experienced? 

—How can we develop procedures to assure the 
timely adjustment of fiscal policy and the closest 
cooperation between the executive and legislative 
branches in this area? 


But as we review that experience let us also remember 
that action did come and that the processes of American 
Government rose to meet the challenge of fiscal responsi- 
bility. 

NOTE: As enacted, the bill (H.R. 15414) is Public Law 90-364. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press but not made public as 
formal White House press releases during the period 
covered by this issue. Appointments which appear below 
in the list of nominations submitted to the Senate are not 
included in this listing. 


June 25 

The President has accepted the resignation of Newell 
A. George of Kansas City, Kans., as U.S. Attorney for 
the District of Kansas. 

Ambassador Vasco Laitao da Cunha of Brazil paid a 
farewell call on the President at the White House. 


June 26 

The President met with students from the fifth and 
sixth grades of P. S. 192, the Jacob H. Schiff School in 
Harlem, at the White House. 


June 27 


President Johnson has invited President Barrientos of 
the Republic of Bolivia to a luncheon at the LBJ Ranch 
on July 5. President Barrientos will be making a private 
visit in the United States to participate in Bolivia Day 
ceremonies at HemisFair in San Antonio on July 6. 

The Ambassador from the Union of Burma, U Hla 
Maung, presented his credentials to the President at the 
White House. 


June 28 

The National Council of Senior Citizens, Inc., pre- 
sented a special award to the President at the White 
House, in recognition of his efforts on behalf of older 
Americans. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE * 


Submitted June 24, 1968 


Louis H. Martin, of California, to be United 
States Marshal for the Northern District of 
California for the term of 4 years, vice 
Edward A. Heslep, retired. 


Submitted June 25, 1968 


SamueEt C. Apams, Jr., of the District of Co- 
lumbia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States 
of America to the Republic of Niger. 

CarTER L. Burcess, of New York, to be Am- 
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to 
Argentina. 

THoMaAS W. McELHINEY, of Maryland, a For- 
eign Service Officer of Class One, to be Am- 
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to 
the Republic of Ghana, vice Franklin H. 
Williams. 


GLENN T. Seaporc, of California, to be a 
member of the Atomic Energy Commission 
for the remainder of the term expiring 
June 30, 1970, vice Samuel M. Nabrit. 

James T. Ramey, of Illinois, to be a mem- 
ber of the Atomic Energy Commission for 
a term of 5 years expiring June 30, 1973, 
vice Glenn T. Seaborg. 


PosTMASTERS (list of 54 names) 


Submitted June 26, 1968 


ABE Fortas, of Tennessee, to be Chief Justice 
of the United States, vice Earl Warren. 

HomMER THORNBERRY, Of Texas, to be Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, vice Abe Fortas. 

JOHN H. KAMLOWSKY, of West Virginia, to be 
United States Attorney for the Northern 
District of West Virginia, for the term of 
4 years (reappointment). 

Smwney I. Lezak, of Oregon, to be United 
States Attorney for the District of Oregon 
for the term of 4 years (reappointment). 


Submitted June 28, 1968 


Mavrice B. MiTcHELL, of Colorado, to be a 
Member of the Commission on Civil Rights, 
vice Erwin N. Griswold. 

Rosert C. Moot, of Virginia, to be an As- 
sistant Secretary of Defense, vice Robert 
N. Anthony. 

Howarp J. SAMUELS, of New York, to be Ad- 
ministrator of the Small Business Admin- 
istration, vice Robert C. Moot. 


1 Does not include promotions of members 
of the Uniformed Services, nominations to 
the Service Academies, or nominations of 
Foreign Service Officers. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE—Continued 


Submitted June 28, 1968—Continued 

THEODORE Jarre, of Rhode Island, to be a 
Member of the Foreign Claims Settlement 
Commission of the United States for a 
term of 3 years from October 22, 1968. 
(reappointment) 

TxHomas M. HEaty, of Illinois, to be a Mem- 
ber of the Railroad Retirement Board for 
the term of 5 years from August 29, 1968. 
(reappointment) 


POSTMASTERS (list of 26 names). 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved June 22, 1968 


SARS BIR ick cnacnns Private Law 90-257 
An Act for the relief of Suh Yoon Sup. 
Private Law 90-258 


An Act for the relief of Sandy Kyriacoula 
Georgopoulos and Anthony Georgopoulos. 


An Act for the relief of Gilmer County, 
Georgia. 
Private Law 90-261 
An Act for the relief of Victorino Severo 
Blanco. 


i hvabsaamsbcunpnaaiens Public Law 90-358 
An Act to remove certain limitations on 


ocean cruises. 


Public Law 90-357 
An Act to correct and improve the Canal 
Zone Code, and for other purposes. 

Public Law 90-359 
An Act to amend sections 3 and 4 of the 
Act approved September 22, 1964 (78 Stat. 
900), providing for an investigation and 
study to determine a site for the construc- 
tion of a sea-level canal connecting the 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. 

HLR. 15462 Private Law 90-262 
An Act for the relief of Lennart Gordon 
Langhorne. 


Private Law 90-263 
An Act for the relief of Private First Class 
John Patrick Collopy, US51615166. 

Public Law 90-360 
An Act to authorize the Secretary of Ag- 
riculture to convey certain lands to the 
city of Glendale, Arizona. 


Approved June 27, 1968 


H.R. 17320 Private Law 90-264 
An Act to authorize the Secretary of Ag- 
riculture to grant an easement over certain 
lands to the Saint Louis-San Francisco 
Railway Company. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved June 27, 1968—Continued 


Public Law 90-361 
An Act to amend the Watershed Protection 
and Flood Prevention Act to permit the 
Secretary of Agriculture to contract for 
the construction of works of improvement 
upon request of local organizations. 

Public Law 90-362 
An Act to authorize the further amend- 
ment of the Peace Corps Act. 


Approved June 28, 1968 


H.R. 4961 Private Law 90-265 

An Act for the relief of Donald E, Crichton. 
Private Law 90-266 
An Act for the relief of Claud Ferguson. 
Private Law 90-267 
An Act for the relief of Lester W. Hein and 
Sadie Hein. 


Private Law 90-268 
An Act for the relief of Lucien A. Murzyn. 
Public Law 90-364 
Revenue and Expenditure Control Act of 
1968. 


fe) Sen Net Public Law 90-363 
An Act to provide for uniform annual ob- 
servances of certain legal public holidays 
on Mondays, and for other purposes. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 

The releases listed below, made public by 
the Office of the White House Press Secretary 


during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released June 24, 1968 


Remarks of the President at the swearing-in 
ceremony for George Ball as United States 
Representative to the United Nations (ad- 
vance text). 


Released June 25, 1968 


Biography of Gen. John P. McConnell (re- 
appointed as Air Force Chief of Staff for 
a period of 1 year, beginning August 1, 
1968). 


Released June 26, 1968 


Text of Chief Justice Earl Warren’s letter to 
the President. 

Text of the President’s letter to the Chief 
Justice. 

Biography of Abe Fortas. 

Biography of Homer Thornberry. 


Released June 27, 1968 


Remarks by Joseph A. Califano, Jr., Special 
Assistant to the President, before national 
representatives of B’nai B’rith. 
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